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submit articles to 
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The Village News 
is a resident driven, community publication pub-
lished on the first of each month.  Residents are 

encouraged to contribute.  Deadline for submission 
is the 20th of each month.  Please submit articles 
for publication to Drue Mielke, editor and publisher 

to cvnews@coalvalleyil.org.  Please feel free to 
call my cell at (309) 235-7493 

or text for quick response. 

Coal Creek Inn is Open for Business 
 Coal Creek Inn located in downtown Coal Valley is 
rolling along!  If you haven’t been there yet, Coal Creek 
Inn is located across from the post office at 110 E. 22nd 
Avenue and is located (as some may remember) in the 
former Joe’s Place and prior to that, Lucky 8.
 Come in for lunch or dinner and bring any growler 
in to have it filled with Coal Creek Inn’s signature beer 
“Coal Creek Gold” or any of the great brews they have to 
offer.  Their helpful statt will be glad to take your order!
 

 

BY DRUE MIELKE, EDITOR    
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AUBRY TINDAL, COAL CREEK INN’S GENERAL MANAGER POURS ONE 
OF THEIR CRAFT BEERS. 
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 Blackhawk Bank & Trust and The Village of Coal 
Valley held their 3rd Annual Trunk ‘R Treat event on 
Tuesday, October 25 at the Coal Valley Municipal Village 
Park from 6:00 - 7:00 pm.
 Many Coal Valley businesses participated supporting 
the Coal Valley Community in an active way.
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Springfield, IL – The Illinois Commerce Commission is 
announcing the addition of the 861 area code to counties 
and municipalities presently served by the 309 area 
code.
 The 861 area code will 
“overlay” the existing territory 
in order to supplement the 
telephone number supply. The 
861 area code will be available 
for assignment sometime during 
late 2022 or early 2023, as the 
assignable prefixes in the 309 
area code are approaching 
exhaust. The current forecasted 
exhaust for 309 is during the 4th 
quarter of 2023.
 The 309 area code, which was 
originally created in 1957, serves 
large portions of northwestern 
and northcentral Illinois, 
including all or most of Peoria, 
McLean, Rock Island, Tazewell, 
Knox, Henry, Woodford, Fulton 
and McDonough Counties, 
and includes the cities of 
Bloomington/Normal, Peoria, 
The Illinois Quad Cities, Pekin 
and Galesburg, among many 
others.
 With an “overlay”, no existing 
numbers are changed. However, because the new area 
code functions within the same boundaries are the existing 
code, all calls must be completed by dialing the full, 10-
digit (including area code) phone number. Currently, 
subscribers within the 309 area code can complete local 

calls by dialing only the 7-digit phone number.
 This code is scheduled to go into effect in
July of 2022.   With an overlay, an additional area code 
is added to the same geographic area as the existing 

area code, with all current 
phone customers retaining the 
original area code. The 861 
area code will be assigned to 
new customers requesting local 
phone service, cellular and 
paging services, and alarms.
 With the new 861 
area code, current 309 area 
customers will keep their 
numbers. The new area code 
is being introduced so that 
the numbering administrator 
will have a continuing supply 
of prefixes and blocks to 
assign to new and growing 
telecommunications service 
providers.
 Consumers seeking 
additional telephone lines will, 
in many instances, continue 
to be able to receive 309 
telephone numbers, even after 
the 861 area code is in service.
 The FCC requires that 
all telephone calls made in the 

309 / 861 overlay area be completed by dialing
the 10-digit number (area code + seven digit number).  
 The change does not raise the cost of the call. A local 
call will remain a local call, and a toll call will remain 
a toll call, regardless of the number of digits that are 
dialed to complete it.

 The Village Board meetings are open to the public and are 
held the first and third Wednesdays of each month at 6:00 P.M.  
Meetings are held at the Coal Valley Village Hall, 900 1st 
Street.  
 Agendas can be found at https://www.coalvalleyil.org/vil-
lage-board-meetings-agenda.php.

Village Board 
Meetings Scheduled

Trash collection reminder
The Village of Coal Valley is reminding residents to 
have their garbage and/or recycling out by 6:00 a.m. on 
Tuesdays and bulk items/yard waste carts/bags out by 6am 
on Wednesdays. Items not out on time can sometimes miss 
the collection truck.  
 Yard waste carts are available for an annual fee of 
$108.00. A charge of $9.00 per month will be added to the 
utility bill. Please call the Village Hall for more information 
(309) 799-3604.

New Area Code 861 Being Introduced
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1004 First Street
 Coal Valley

 (309) 743-1614
Bicentennial school 
News

 Bicentennial students were chal-
lenged by the student council to 
collect at least 15 boxes of canned 
goods for the Student Hunger Drive 
at Moline High School. Our students 
ended up collecting 26 boxes! 

To show their appreciation, Bicen-
tennial teachers competed in a Min-
ute to Win it competition and two 
lucky students were able to throw a 
pie at Mr. Etheridge’s face.  (picture 
on right.)

BY STEVEN ETHERIDGE, PRINCIPAL- 
BICENTENNIAL ELEMENTARY   
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BY DRUE MIELKE, EDITOR

 Happy Holidays!
 As this year draws to a close, I wish 
to thank you for the privilege of being 
your newsletter editor.  When the torch 
was passed to me to edit The Village 
News in October 2001, right on the 
heels of the 9/11 attack against our 
nation.  That was probably one of the 
most difficult 
newsletters 
to do but 
also one of 
the most 
meaningful 
for me as it 
fit one of the 
purposes the 
newslet ter 
was set out 
to fulfill-  to 
unite and 
c r e a t e 
community 
in our 
village. 
 This online edition provides those 
who live outside our village boundary 
to still read about Coal Valley and be 
part of the greater community.  
 If you are new to the village, I 
want to take this moment Wish You 
Welcome!  We are an inclusive and 
diverse community with a proud 
heritage dating back to the coal mining 

days over 150 years ago.  
 Mining in Coal Valley continued 
until the 1950s, my great-
grandfather and grandfather 
being coal miners and owning 
three of Coal Valley’s mines.  You 
can read some of Coal Valley’s 
rich history at https://coalvalleyil.
org/history.php. 
 Residents and business owners 
in the village are encouraged to 
submit articles for the newsletter.  
Articles about events must be 
open to the public.  All submissions 

are subject 
to approval 
and I ask that 
they be sent 
to cvnews@
CoalValleyIL.
org one week 
prior to the 
end of the 
month.    
I am always 
looking for 
ways to 
improve our 
newslet ter.  
Please feel 
free to drop 
me a line at 

cvnews@CoalValleyIL.org or call 
me at (309) 235-7493.
   

Thank you for allowing me to serve.  
Have a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year 2023!


