
 

VILLAGE OF COAL VALLEY 

                  AGENDA  

                                                                REGULAR BOARD MEETING 

                                                                 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 3, 2021 

                                                                                6:00 P.M. 

 

1. Call to Order – Village President Michael Bartels 

 

2. Roll Call/Establishment of Quorum - Executive Order, 2020-07, issued pursuant to the authority granted the 

Governor under Section 7 of the Illinois Emergency Management Agency Act, also encourages public bodies to 

postpone consideration of public business when possible, and encourages them to provide, video, audio and/or 

telephonic access to meetings to ensure members of the public may monitor the meeting, and to update the public 

bodies’ web sites and social media feeds to keep the public fully apprised of modifications to their meeting 

schedules or the format of meetings.   

 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83785999217?pwd=R2lleGlXSUJaSWJYM3NtQndPaXRXQT09 

 

Meeting ID: 837 8599 9217 

Passcode: 395757 

One tap mobile 

1-312-626-6799 US (Chicago)  

 

Audio Only - Dial by your location 

1-312-626-6799 US (Chicago) 

 

Meeting ID: 837 8599 9217 

Passcode: 395757 

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 

 

4. Reading and Approval of the minutes from the Regular Board Meeting and Executive Session held February 17, 

2021.   
 

5. Public Presentation/Recognition and/or Public Comments.   
 

  

6.  Reports from the President and other Officers (on matters not otherwise appearing on the Agenda) 

A. President 

B. Trustees 

C. Police, Public Works & Admin 

 

*** NOTE: In each of the following items the board may VOTE to approve, deny or table*** 

 

7. Old Business –  

A. None.   

 

8. New Business –  

A. Consideration and Approval of a TIF Commercial Revitalization Grant for a project at 

Mulligan’s Valley Pub. 

B. Permission to go out to bid on Dog Park fencing, exercise equipment and water line extension.   

C. Approval of the bills. 

 

9. Adjournment 
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VILLAGE OF COAL VALLEY 

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 2021 AT 6:00 P.M. 

IN THE BOARD CHAMBERS OF VILLAGE HALL 

COAL VALLEY, ILLINOIS 

 

 

 

 Zoom Meeting 

            Meeting ID889 2915 8970 

            Password: 572393 

 

 

1. Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Mayor Bartels. 

 

2. Roll Call.  

Present: Bartels, Keppy, Engstrom, Stickell, Hoyt, Rigg. 

Absent: Argo.  

 

3. Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Staff present at meeting: Annette Ernst-Village Administrator, Clint Whitney-Police Chief, Tim 

Krebs-Police Lieutenant and Deanna Hulliger-Village Clerk. 

 

4. Reading and Approval of Minutes. 

 

Trustee Hoyt made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 3, 2021 Board meeting.  A 

second to the motion was given by Trustee Rigg.  Ayes 5, motion carried. 

 

5. Public Presentation/ Recognition and/or Public Comments. 

 

Mayor Bartels asked twice if there were any comments from the public. There being no general 

comments the meeting moved forward with the presentation from the Valley Days Committee.  

They requested to be on tonight’s agenda to give a report on this year’s events.   

 

Stephanie and Toney Genova reported that Valley Days will be July 2nd and July 3rd this year. 

 

There will be fireworks ($6,000.00 split 3 ways $2,000.00 each entity-Valley Days, Village of 

Coal Valley, Coal Valley Township). vendor fair, face painting.  Discussion was held.  The 

Mayor asked if there would be a parade.  Ms. Genova stated yes, a parade, car show and a bags 

tournament.  The Mayor asked if Valley Days has reached out to the Township for participation 

with the fireworks.  No, Valley Days was waiting to see if the Village approves of their plans for 

the festival prior to reaching out to anyone else.  Mayor Bartels asked the Administrator if the 

Village has budgeted any dollars for the Valley Days fireworks.  Ms. Ernst replied that there is 

$2,000.00 in the 2021 budget for fireworks. Trustee Hoyt is happy to have the festival back this 

year., The Board is fine with the Valley Days festival on July 2nd and July 3rd this year and thanks 

the Genova’s for their hard work. 
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6. Reports from the President and Other Officers (on matters not otherwise appearing on the 

Agenda). 

 

A. President-Mayor Bartels informed the Board that Administrator Ernst found an agreement 

from 2016 with Geneseo Communications when they ran fiber optics previously in the 

Village and the language is sufficient for Geneseo Communications to move forward. 

When the project gets closer to starting the Village can issue a press release and put 

information out on Facebook and our website to let the residents know what is happening. 

Trustee Keppy asked about the $13,000.00 in the Geneseo Communications agreement.  

Mayor Bartels stated that was the number the Board came up with back then.  Geneseo 

Communications has been paid the $13,000.00. 

 

The Mayor reviewed the State of Illinois budget today and it looks like the local budgets 

will be lowered again.  We need to keep checking on these amounts. 

 

Mayor Bartels would like to thank the Public Works crew for working constantly on the 

snow and ice during these extremely cold conditions. 

 

B. Trustees-The Trustees had nothing to report this evening.  

 

C. Police, Public Works & Administration- Ms. Ernst asked for permission to bid a generator 

for Well #5.  There is $75,000.00 in the budget for the generator.  The Board is fine with 

obtaining bids for the generator at Well #5. 

 

Ms. Ernst is working with David Walker at Valley Meats on an ADA ramp and they have 

also discussed the 24th Avenue resurfacing project.  They will work with each other closely 

as not to cause any interruptions in their business routine. 

 

Kay Croegaert with Geneseo Communications has been working with Ms. Ernst on the 

fiber optics progression scheduled for the Jackson addition.  The Village will notify the 

residents through our newsletter, Facebook and Village website when dates are known. 

 

Ms. Ernst reported the Village will resume in person Board meetings on Wednesday, March 

17, 2021. 

 

Chief Whitney has nothing for the Board meeting this evening. 

 

7. Unfinished Business-None this evening. 

 

8. New Business 

 

A. Consideration and approval of a Resolution recommending Governor Pritzker Veto HB 3653. 

 

Ms. Ernst explained that this bill is part of the defunding the Police and Chief Whitney and  

Lieutenant Krebs are both on the zoom call this evening to answer any questions. Mayor  

Bartels asked for an overview of this request for a veto from Governor Pritzker.  Lieutenant  

Krebs stated that the Illinois law enforcement as a whole is not against reform.  There is a lot  

Packed into HB 3653.  There will be many costs in the bill that will impact communities such 

as ours in a huge way.  Training mandates that will be difficult to get completed with the 
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number of training sessions and the length of the training for every member of the  

department.  Enforcement powers will change.  A police officer will no longer be able 

to remove a person from a business or residence for disorderly conduct or trespassing.  The 

person will be issued a summons to appear or a ticket but will not be removed from the  

premises.  The HB 3653 was passed quickly and both sides need to come to together and  

review the 764-page document carefully.  Trustee Keppy asked who initiated the request for  

the Governor to veto this bill.  Lieutenant Krebs replied that one document came from the  

Legislator Affairs Liaison for the Chiefs of Police and the other document  came from the  

Executive Director for the Illinois Chief of Police Association.  Again, the Illinois Police are  

not against reform but this HB 3653 is not the best for the citizens of Illinois or the citizens 

of Coal Valley.  Trustee Keppy is in favor of more transparency and due diligence and has  

no objection to the resolution letter.  Lieutenant Krebs explained the Resolution language is  

boiler plated from the numerous communities asking Governor Pritzker to veto HB 3653. 

Trustee Engstrom is in support of the Police and their efforts to review and make changes to  

the House Bill.  Mayor Bartels is concerned with how quickly this HB 3653 passed and backs  

the Police both locally and throughout the State. 

 

Trustee Engstrom motioned to approve the Resolution recommending Governor Pritzker  

Veto House Bill 3653.  A second to the motion was given by Trustee Stickell.  Roll Call:  

Ayes-Keppy, Engstrom, Stickell, Hoyt.  Nays-Rigg.  4-1 motion carried. 

 

B. Consideration and approval of the Finance Director’s January 2021 report. 

 

The Trustees reviewed the Finance Director’s report. 

 

Trustee Stickell made a motion to approve the Finance Director’s January 2021 report. 

      A second was given by Trustee Keppy.  Roll Call: Ayes-Keppy, Engstrom, Stickell, Hoyt, 

      Rigg.   Ayes 5, motion carried. 

   

C. Approval of the bills presented for payment. 

 

The Trustees reviewed the bill summary. 

 

Trustee Keppy asked if the 20 ton of salt was the treated salt, we had discussed at an earlier 

meeting.  Ms. Ernst replied that it was the treated salt and it has all been used.  There was  

positive feedback on the salt with the additive.  We hope to use a mix of both original salt 

and the salt with the additive in the 2021-2022 season.  Mayor Bartels commented that the  

salt with the additive works well. 

 

Trustee Stickell made a motion to pay all the bills presented for payment.  Trustee Hoyt 

 offered a second to the motion.  Roll Call: Ayes-Keppy, Engstrom, Stickell, Hoyt, Rigg. 

Ayes 5, motion carried. 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Rigg to enter into an executive session to discuss personnel.   

Trustee Hoyt offered a second to the motion.  Roll Call: Ayes-Keppy, Engstrom, Stickell,  

Hoyt, Rigg.  Ayes 5, motion carried. 
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Trustee Stickell motioned to return to the regular Board meeting.  A second was given by  

            Trustee Hoyt. Roll Call: Ayes-Keppy, Engstrom, Stickell, Hoyt, Rigg.  Ayes 5, motion 

            carried. 

 

Trustee Stickell motioned to approve the FOP Contract as presented.  Trustee Hoyt gave a  

second to the motion.  Roll Call: Ayes-Keppy, Engstrom, Stickell, Hoyt, Rigg.  Ayes 5, 

motion carried. 

 

9. Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Trustee Keppy to adjourn tonight’s Board meeting.  A second to the 

motion was given by Trustee Rigg.  All ayes, motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at  

6:40 p.m. 

 

  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

  

 

 

 Deanna Hulliger 

 Village Clerk 



                                                

 

   

 

VILLAGE OF COAL VALLEY 

MINUTES OF AN EXECUTIVE SESSION 

FEBRUARY 17, 2021 AT  P.M. 

 

 

 

Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 889 2915 8970 

Passcode: 572393 

 
 

An executive session was held to discuss Personnel. 

 

Roll Call: Present-Mike Bartels, Dale Keppy, Stan Engstrom, Kevin Stickell, Jake Hoyt and 

Laura Rigg. 

Absent: Caleb Argo. 

 

Establishment of a Quorum. 

 

Discussion was held. 

 

Meeting ended at 6:38 P.M. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Deanna Hulliger 

Village Clerk 
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Report from Village Administrator  

The following outlines recent activities and key staff involvement during the month of:  

February 2021.  

 

• UPDATE FEBRUARY:  The DECO website has been updated and indicates that awards for public 

infrastructure are anticipated in the 2nd quarter of 2021.  REBUILD IL Grant for the Niabi Zoo 

Water Main Extension and Elevated Storage Tank at Well #4.  Grant was mailed on June 25, 2020.    

• Continue to participate in weekly health department briefings on COVID-19.  Clarification provided 

by EMA continues to be that playground equipment is to remain closed. 

• Participated in a conference call with representatives from Geneseo Communications on how they 

can expand within the Village.  It was decided that Geneseo will place an interactive map on their 

website where residents can enter their address and see when they will able to access internet.  We 

at the Village will communicate this effort through a joint media release, our monthly newsletter 

and social media.  Geneseo has communicated that this will take place in the next 45-60 days. 

• Ryan and I participated in 4 interviews for the Utility Position that became available when an 

employee served their resignation.  The employee has since rescinded their resignation.  All 

applicants were notified and their applications will be kept on file for one year. 

• FOP Contract was presented to the Village Board and approved at our February 17, 2021 meeting.  

Contract will be in place until December 31, 2023. 

• Water main projects.  IMEG has communicated that all permits are secured.  They will have bid 

documents ready for early March; bid numbers in mid-to-late March for Board approval.  Could 

break ground in April or May 2021. 

• Furnace #5 unit has been replaced.  Temperature control is more consistent throughout Admin and 

PD. 

• Attended (Zoom) Rock Island County Waste Management meeting.  Will continue to participate 

until the Mayor appoints a representative from Coal Valley. 

• Working with developer and his engineering firm to resolve drainage issues on East 6th Street A. 

• Participated in the CEDS (Community and Economic Development Strategy) 2020 Progress Report 

as it relates to the full report that was compiled and submitted in 2016, with BiState Regional 

Commission. Started working on the full CEDS 2021 update.  This document helps attract, retain 

and create new avenues for business, residential and other economic development functions. 

• Participated on a Zoom call with Chief Whitney, Lieutenant Krebs regarding HB3653, criminal 

justice reform that recently passed in the Illinois General Assembly.  Governor Pritzker signed into 

law on February 22, 2021. 
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• MidAm has given the Village permission to move forward with a dog park behind their substation 

on 1st Street.  Next steps will be to ask permission to move forward with project plans, board review 

and approval. 

• Mayor and I met with developer on a potential tenant for the larger space at Village Square. 

• Revised items on the CURES submission for reimbursement, as well as adding additional items.  

CURES Program has been extended until February 2022. 

• Attended various monthly meetings, including Coal Valley Planning and Zoning, SBDC/ITC 

Advisory Board, Village Council meetings.  Governor has lifted his executive order from virtual 

meetings to in-person meetings effective March 6, 2021. 
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Report from Finance Director-The following outlines recent activities and key staff involvement during the 

month of February 2021. 

 

  

• Completed January 2021 bank statement and monthly treasurer report. They were both presented to the Village 

board in February.  

• Added & deleted 2020 assets, updated depreciation schedule & emailed all the reports to the auditors for 

review. 

• Worked on the workers comp insurance audit for 2020. Prepared copies of 941’s, employee wages. split 

payrolls & specific job duties. I e-mailed all the reports to the WC auditor. 

• Discussed adding a fillable building permit form with our account manager from PSN. They suggested that we 

speak with our web host to add an API to create a link on our web page. Also, updated the misc. PSN secure 

payment portal on the Village website. 

• Revised a criminal justice bill resolution for the Police dept so it can be added as an agenda item. 

• On February 11th one of the auditors came to the Village Hall to go over testing selections for 2020 utility 

receipts, non-utility receipts, payroll & non-payroll that I pulled & copied for them.  

• Received our GASB 75 actuarial valuation postemployment benefits for the fiscal year 2020. 

• Completed FOIA request from Build Zoom for permits issued from January 4th – February 10th, 2021. 

• Worked with the Administrator on a TIF application to see if their project costs are eligible for TIF 

reimbursement. Also, sent the information to our TIF consultants for their opinion. 

• Completed sales tax audit/billing data allocation request from Azavar for October – December, 2020. 

• Updated payroll information for the Police dept per the 2021-2023 FOP contract. 

• Met with the new Police officer to complete all necessary new hire paperwork. 

• Began working on the 2021 budget & budget list. 

• Discussed postage machine with the Administrator because ours is becoming obsolete & will no longer receive 

updates. Signed new contract and ordered new postage machine. 

• Discussed building permit changes with the Building Inspector. Creating a new permit to be sent to the printers 

for a proof. 

• Worked on the Asset Forfeiture acct with the Lieutenant. 

• Completed adding 2020 items to the drop box pertaining to the upcoming audit March 1 – March 4, 2021.  
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Water/Sewer/Parks/Streets 

The following outlines recent activities and key staff involvement during the month of February 2021. 

 

Streets and Parks Department:  

 

• Snow.  Busy month for snow and snow removal. Cleaned out courts and tried cleaning up the curb lines and 

mailboxes around town.  As of this report we have received 41.4” of snow.  Last season we received 41.5” of 

snow. 

• Salt.  Received 2 loads of salt. Have 3 on order. They are running about 3 weeks out from the date it gets 

ordered. This will put us right at 125 tons ordered for the year. We will order the max of 180 ton the way it 

looks. 

 

Water and Sewer Departments:  

 

• Well #5 Generator.  Meet with Jason Bollinger of Lakewood Electric to go over the specs for the well 

generator. Jason has written the specs for all of the generator’s so far. Hopefully we can go out to bid in March. 

 

Miscellaneous 

 

• Village Hall Light Bulbs.  Replaced about 12 light bulbs in the back office area. 

• Backhoe.  Had to replace all 4 tires. Orion Tire was the cheapest of the 2 bids I received coming in at $1,826.00. 

• Backhoe had a fuel line leak on 2/19/21. Martin Equipment had it fixed on the 22nd. 

• Backhoe will be budgeted for replacement in 2022. 
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Report from Building Zoning Inspector/Property Maintenance Officer  

The following outline’s recent activities and key staff involvement during the month of February 2021.  

Report from Building Inspections/Property Maintenance, Building and Zoning: 

 

Building and Zoning:   

 

• Normal inspections as requested. 

• Researching for possible tiny/small house ordinance. 

• Final inspection at Mama B’s. 

• Final inspection at 810 W. 5th Street Lane (New Ridges) 1st resident. 

• Placed stop work at 2 Oakmont Drive for lack of progress and re-evaluation. 

 

Property Maintenance Officer: 

 

• Addressed concerns about property on W. 15th Avenue (trailer parked in front of the house, along with 

plywood).  Currently we have nothing in our ordinance that prohibits residents from parking trailers in front of 

their homes. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

 

• Began Basic Water drinking class. 

• Plowed snow. 

• Collaborated with Penny on permit application changes. 

• Working on ordinance changes on permitting and fine structure clarification recommendations to present to the 

board for review and approval.  What is being added is few check boxes to plumbing for openings – swimming 

pools, pressure test, RPZ/cross connection, sprinkler system and water meters.  These still need to be added into 

the ordinance so we can charge for them and do the inspections. Also, added swimming pool bonding to 

electrical and a few other minor changes in the layout. 

 

 

 

 



Clint A. Whitney 

Chief of Police 
P.O. Box 121 

Coal Valley, Illinois 61240 

309-799-5416 

cvchief@coalvalleyil.org 

 

 

Report from The Chief of Police 
 

The following outlines recent activities and key staff involvement during the month 

of February 2021. 

 

• 2/2 Chief & A. Dennis Zoom meeting CAD/RMS/911 

• 2/3 Officer- 2nd COVID-19 Vaccinations 

• 2/5 Chief & LT Krebs zoom meeting with T. McCombie REF HB3653 

• 2/8 thru 2/12 Chief & SGT Thomas Lead Homicide Training 

• 2/16 Chief & A. Dennis Zoom meeting RMS Contract 

• 2/18 Chief – LEXIPOL Orientation  

• 2/18 Chief / LT Krebs Zoom meeting IL Chief’s REF: HB 3653 

• 2/23 LT.  Krebs Airport Table Top Disaster Drill Review  

• 2/24 Chief/ 2nd Zoom Meeting w/ LEXIPOL 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

Chief Clint A. Whitney 
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